Proposed
ramp to the
Bronx River

| Parkway.
Plans to
extend the
Sheridan north
ended in 1972,
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i $420M face lift for
‘road to nowhere’ |

The Bronx’s little-used Sheridan Expressway .— long

the city’s most underutilized
highways, earrying —-only
37,000 cars a day.

The Cross- Bronx serves
nearly five times as many
vehicles daily. i+ -

But state highway  offi-
cials, who recently rejected
a propesal to tum the road
into a riverfront park, have
decided. io improve the

Sheridan anyway.

-~ ‘The cost of the improve-
ments is more than $5523

= | .. for each inch of road.

- it 5 i Man'h:AnaEioia
ALL QUIET: This is how “busy” ‘the Sheridan Ex-
pressway was (below) when members of the Southern

Bronx River, Watershed 'Alliance posed there at the:

height of the evening rush hour: Maithew-McDermiolt

The decision  has riled
some iransportation advo-
“ cates ' and Bronx commu-

ally serve a transportation
- purpose,” said Jane Byron
. .of Pratt Institute’s Center
. for Community and Envi-
‘ronmeéntal - Development,
“which ' has ' studied -the

nity activists who say the *-
money-can be better spent.
:“The Sheridan doesn’t re:’

mocked as “the highway to nowhere” — is in line to get a
projected §420 million' face Lift in what some eritics hav
“ dubbed the boondoggle of the décade. :

Slicing through the South Bronx between the Cross Bronx
and Bruckner expressways, the 1.2-mile Sheridan is one of - -

| syTomTorousis |

road. : ;
-“The Sheridan doesn’t go

- anywhere anyone needs fo_
.go,” Byron said. “In-terms
“of use, it's pretty pathetic.”

“Spending” $420 million
to try to make this a useful
highway is a huge waste of
money,” said Lisa Schreib-
man-.. of - the  Tri-State
Transportation Campaign,

- @' watchdog- group that’s

been ‘calling for the Sheri-

.~ dan’s closure; - - :
Ripping up the Tour-lane;

north-south. highway

"would. open up- 28 acres
-* along the ;Bronx River for ~

use as park land, Schreib-

- man said. .

She said- cars can” easily

~use the Bronx. River Park-

way, *which - runs “almost
parallel to the_Sheridan, as

-‘Sheridan

nerexpressways.

an alternative, while the
3,000.. trucks’ .using the
Sheridan daily can take

- the -Major Deegan “to. the

Bruckner...
Peter-King, the state De-
partment of . Transporta-

. tion’s supervisor for plan-"
and - development, ™

ning
defended his agency’s deci-

. sion to. upgrade the Sheri-

dan, insisting that:there's
amneed for the road.”
“You're :talking about
37,000 vehicles. That may
not be

asked.

He blasted calls to shift
traffic-. to _the:

Bronx - ' River - Parkway.:
“That would be putting a:

-Bronx

a lot compared to:-
..the Cross Bronx Express-:
~way, but where ‘are these -~
vehicles going to go? he.

'SHORT TRIP: The 1.2.mile Sheridan cuts through
. the South Bronx between the Cross-Bronx and Bruck-

Maithew McDermott

only 14 percent of the mar-
ket's truck traffic.
Legendary ~-megabuilder

~Robert Moses once had big

plans for the - Sheridan.

“-Rather than a stub, it was

supposed to be a major
route that hooked up with

-New England-bound Inter-

state: ‘95 :at - Baychester

Avenue.

But - the . project, which
would: have cut across the
Zoo, stalled six
miles short-of its goal in
the face of protesis. from
community - groups. and
some of the zoo's ‘wealthy
benefactors.

‘Work on : the highway
stopped in+1962. And" 10
years later, then-Gov. Nel-
son. - Rockefeller - declared
any extension of-the Sheri-

Parkway to the Sheridan.
The rest of the state pro-
posal provides: for new in‘

.- terchanges from the Sheri-
: ‘dan to_ the Bruckner- and
. Cross Bronx expressways

and a direct link between

the Sheridan and the bus--
Aling Hunts Point Market.

The - Brackner . inter-
change alone is estimated
to'cost $250 million. 3

“If we . don’t - do that,

~guess where the trucks go

— they go on loecal streets,”

said. Bronx Borough Presi-.-

dent Fernando Ferrer, who
wants’ the Sheridan kept
and improved.

Ferrer sees the Sheridan
as a key link in. getting

“trucks in -and out of the .
‘Market, .

Hunts - - Point-
which has been growing by
leaps and bounds. :

- But Schréibman said the .

Sheridan now accounts for

‘the public

lot" * more dan-dead o
traffic a lot Ton i : & rare - de-
closer - to ”Spendlng {felar;eg {og
more i~ E opFe . . Moses an
“dential o * $420 _ml"lOﬂ a sign of his
arcas” he | fo try to make | - cboin
ST i ) i : power. -
‘In" fact, | this a useful King said
preliminary ‘he s any . wor|
state plans h'ghway Isa on . _the
call... . for 'huge waste of Sheridan -is
building an S g Tact o Beveral.- v
elevated money. °|  years away,
ramp  over LISA SCHREIBMAN, | - after a
177th WATCHDOG SPOKESWOMAN lengthy en-
Street  to e s o ainT ] vironmen- -
draw traffic . 3 s o tal - review
from : the Bronx - River  .is conducted.

“We'll have some really
interesting stuff to. show
in- three to
three-and-a-half ~years”
King said.

The highway-to-park pro-
posal has the backing of a
host-of community groups
that have banded together
as -~ the - Southern Bronx
River Watershed Alliance.

Alexie Torres-Fleming, a
lifelong resident of the
area bounded by the Sheri-
dan, Bruckner and Cross-
Bronx expressways, -said
the neighborhood of 65,000
is desperate for park land.

“Some people call this the
Devil’s Triangle,” Torres-
Fleming- said. “Everyday,;
220,000 cars drive around
us on those highways.”



